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Deciding on a topic has been really difficult this time. There is so much to talk about.  

First issue:  Owner surrender requests are UP 

We are seeing a record number of requests to take in dogs for reasons such as these: 

¶ My mother-in-law had to move into a ñno pets allowedò apartment 

¶ The dog isnôt housetrained and I donôt want my baby crawling around on dirty 

floors 

¶ My grandkids and I are homeless and living in the car and we need to place the two 
dogs (when I called this one back the phone didnôt go through because her minutes 

were gone) 

¶ We found a dog and already have one so we canôt keep it 

And loads of other reasons... 

Iôm thinking that the economy is not only having a harsh impact on people, but on pets, as 

well. 

Second issue:  Adoptions are DOWN 

The economy makes things hard on the adoption end, as well.  Rescue competes with ads 
giving away dogs ñfor freeò on Craigslist, and other sources.  Designer dogs are the current 
fad and people are quick to rush to the Internet or newspaper and look at Chugs, Chiweenies, 
Choodles, etc.  My take on these dogs is that they are basically mixed breeds. However, in an 
effort to find good homes for some of our Chihuahua mixes, donôt be surprised if we start 

presenting some of them in designer dog terms. But, there is still GOOD NEWS! 

Weôve had a number of severely injured or ailing Chihuahuas in the past year. Iôm happy to 
report good progress on their care and recovery. People have been most generous in helping 
with these wonderful animals. Sasha is coming  right along, and for the most part, so are the 
Cleveland 6. Unfortunately, thereôs always another one waiting in the wings.  I like to look at 
those situations as an opportunity to help another one, though. We donôt always just take in 

the ñeasyò ones. We try to do our best to help any dog we can. The cost is considerable, but 
the rewards of placing one of these little guys in a great home make it all worthwhile.  Spe-

cial needs dogs and seniors are a true joy. 

Here are some of our current NEEDS: 

¶ DONATIONS 

¶ FOSTER HOMES ï helping a dog on his way to a forever home is such a thrill! 

¶ ADOPTERS ï adding a rescued dog to your home is both a challenge and a won-
derful pleasure. Dogs are pack animals and most tend to like another buddy to keep 
them company while you are gone at work, etc. Consider adding one more to your 

family. 

A Note From the Prez  
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Okay, so it's the last minute and I'm supposed to write my column for this 
issue. I don't know how anyone in this house could write anything, with 

all the dogs coming and going, and all the confusion. Plus, Gretta keeps 

trying to nip me in the butt when I lie in front of the heater and one of 

these days I'm going to jump up and bite her right back!    

Well, maybe not. Maybe I'll just look surprised and walk away, like I usu-
ally do. Or maybe I'll just stay right there. It's not easy being the oldest 

and nicest dog in a home. I have some standards to uphold here and I in-

tend to uphold them all the way!   

We've taken in lots and lots of new little Chis since the last newsletter. 
There's Guido, with a broken leg, Abby with another broken leg (and 

that's big money because they both needed plates and bone grafts), and 

now little Squeak. If you want to see something cute, just go to our web-

site and take a peek at Squeakachu. We also have little Trudi, who is very skinny and needs lots of care. She has some 

problems, but we're fixing her all up. 

 OH! I can't even think! My mom has our TV on and these stupid models are simpering around and saying "Hellllloooo, 

Howie!" and it makes me crazy!  I wish we could go upstairs so I could go 

under the covers and lick my mom's knee (I have to do that for a few min-
utes before I go to sleep) and Margo could go in her crate and stop growl-

ing at everybody. She's sleeping with Gretta now in her bed and as soon as 

Gretta moves, she's going to jump up and bite her. 

Better her than me, I always say.  

Actually, there are lots of things I always say, but I can't think of them right 

now. I'm going to have to go and sleep in front of the space heater some 
more. I see an empty place. I'll dream dreams of lying out on my deck on 

the warm boards, soaking up the sun. Ahhh.......    

Did you know? We had 266 adoptions in 2007! 

http://www.firepluginn.com  

 THANK YOU to Fireplug Inn for their continuing support of CRT by collecting donations and providing free boarding 

for our foster dogs.  If you live in the Dallas/Fort Worth area and are looking for doggy daycare or bed & breakfast  for 

your  small dog, be sure to check them out! 

Squeakachu  
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Greetings, friends of CRT!  Iôd like to introduce myself.  Iôm Paula Hensel, the new treasurer of Chihuahua Rescue and 
Transport. Iôm excited about my new responsibilities here at CRT, and Iôd like to tell you a little bit about myself. Iôve 

been an ñunofficialò volunteer for several years now, which means my sister (who is a volunteer) roped me into doing CRT 

things with her. Okay, she really didnôt have to try too hard. I have 17 years of nonprofit experience in accounting and hu-

man resources that Iôm excited to share with CRT and most importantly, I bring to my new role a love of all animals. My 
Chihuahua, Sherit, was adopted from CRT. Before she came to her forever home, she needed patella surgery on both 

legs. It was quite an expensive proposition, so Iôm grateful for everyone who gave donations of time and money to make it 

possible for me to have my four-legged best friend.  

 
One of the things Iôve learned by working in nonprofits is the concept of ñthe askò which simply means this: people might 

not think about doing a particular thing, but if asked, they often willingly help. For instance, last week I was called by one 
of the presidential campaigns to ask if I would help at the phone bank this past weekend. I had the time and was willing to 

do it, so I said ñyes.ò Without ñthe askò, I would have been at home watching TV instead of helping. As the new Treasurer 

of Chihuahua Rescue and Transport, I have an ñaskò for you. When you receive your special tax rebate this summer, would 

you consider donating part or all of it to CRT? This is extra money none of us were planning on receiving when we did our 
budgets at the beginning of the year, so why not give a portion to help the Chihuahuas we are currently fostering and also 

allow us to accept more dogs into CRT? It would mean so much to all the dogs we have now and will have in the future 

and also to all the people who donôt yet know that we have their future four-legged best friend in one of our foster homes. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself and for listening to my ñaskò. I look forward to serving the Chihuahuas 

and their humans.   


